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| am contacting you to express. my oppos:ﬂon 10 the Fcc’c consdorahon of placing a_
cap-on the use of the Universal Servica Fuhd (USF) 16F wireless service. This is a very
unfair and arbitrary proposal. Such an appmach wouid' result in a terribie disservice to
ruralsconsumers.  Rural consumers waht and need expaitded and improved wireless
safvicas in rural areas for public safety, econdriiic dévelopment, business and personal
needs that are as oqually importaint to théni as-they are to urban congumers. This is one
of the main benefits that rurel consumers recsive from the univarsai service fund, just as
Congress anvisionad when it initially establighéd the fund. A wireless-only cap is clearly
ant-competitive because it singles out wireless technology, which consumers are
choosing more and mors over larllines. We should be rewarding competition, nct
punishing it.

Rurai Americans dassrve the same access to telecom sarvices that are avallable in the
mstofl!ncounﬂy—wslsmepurposeofmeUSF. , ey e
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Consumors in rural parta of Moritana are' no iongar ‘content to have access to on!y
traditional wireline telephone sarvice. Consumers &re clearly demanding access 10 the
benefits of mobfiity that only wireless gervice ‘Providds. - THis mobility results in extremely
important public safety benefits in rural areas As’ ‘rural -consumsrs travel from horne 10
work or school, wirelass servida provides a very validble ssfety tool. Withoul continued
support for the expansion and upgmdlng of the rural wirgless networks, consumers vnll
_not receive theee benefits whers they do not already exist. Universal service support is
essential if rural consumers are to be provided service ard rates comparabie 1o those

avaitable in urban areas.
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Pleaas consider what limiting the growth of wireless access will mean for rural Amernica.
Wirsless technology plays an ever-increasing role in economic growth and is a critical
instrument in emergency situations. Much of Montana does not have cellular coverage
and If the recommended cap is implementad, it will be a iong time before many
communities here are able to receiva it In a country that prides itsef on equality, it
seems hypocritical to restrict certain individuals' accass to an essantial tool simply
because of their geographic location, ezpecially when they have contribuled for years to
the LUSF ajong with everyone ¢lss.

| respactfully requast that you carefully consider these facls as you seek o reform the
axisting fund. | ask you to find competitively neutral proposals to slow fung growth,
ansure accountability for how these funds are used;, and promote the continued
axpansion ant improvemant of these much nesded senvices in rural areas by targeting
funds to high cost areas rather than by targeting reforms to wirkleass providers. | ask that
you vote against the proposed cap on univarsal sefvice support for wireless sarvice.

8j

or Jim Peterson
Senate District #16

L w. aiee el LTS



Senator Jim Peterson
Montana State Senate
RR1, Box 2

Buffalo, MT 59418 J

- Martip, Chairman,
Fedem“{ MMunicatio
445 12 Street S

hs Commissiorp

illjlj”llll'il!l]ljlllilll'”“




